, 3 8 T H E M I T R E. Canto U, 

354. You fay — " Why, no one is comtell'd 
« Bv fhame or modeity wilheld s' 

Phis not the thing fccures: 
For were all mute — but they who feel, 
Or hope of hcav'n, or tear of hell, 

A silent meeting — yours ! 

355. You know 'tis equal— 'live or dead: 

Nay, hear their voice, who cannot read : 
Yet these can chew the pray r: 

Howl lifcC the hound, or fqucakmg moufe, 

fibuei the magpye or the gooic : 
Or grumble as the bear. 

356. And they will too— without your leave: 
They're at it now — come — pull their tlecve: 

You cannot flop the brawl : 
Their book — (the chart for all-lhey do) 
Isnow before 'em — false or true, 

And they'll repeat it all. 

357. In vain you urge " there is no need 

•* They should repeat, as if their Creed, 

« Or knowledge of their own : 
" What only was another man's, I 
«* Ai*d is but put into their hands 

11 As fomcthing that was done." 

358. So then — you give it as a Toy, 

1*o keep 'em from fome worse employ: 

At leaft, while they arc there : 
Not mean a more mysterious ufe, 
But to pi event the grand abufe 
Of low unpritucd pray'r ! 


Canto II. THE MI TR E. 139 

359* W"*^ — lnl5 ' s K1N ' D — wc mu ft allow: 
But then wc really know not how 

To favour the intent: 
So ftrung forbid by sacred writ, 
A lesser evil to permit: 

The greater to prevent. 

36c However urge what caufc you pleafe: 
Conceit, or pleafure, or for eafe ; 

It all amounts to one : 
'Tis only repetitive form: 
Will ne'er enlighten, chcar or warm 

The heart of senseless ftonc. 

361. But what care thine for cold or heat? 
It fcrves to keep beneath their feet 

The ignorant and rude : 
A ftandard to evince their claim : 
Their loan fecurc — and fcourge with fhame 

Who would their ftirine intrude. 

362. " A fct of noify, bawling men : «' * 1 
(Roaring like lions in their den) i/Sfc* - o///. 

" The nonfenfe of their Head: 7 
" Ign'rant as chattVing Crow or Rook : ^° Ca ' lf 4- - - 
" And only lay aftde their Book, 

4t Becaule they cannot read." 

3^3. Yes, but they can, and read you too: 
Not as if this were hard to do: 

Nothing more cafy done : 
But this they know — that take away 
Your books — abrupt mutt end your lay, 

E'er well your lay's begun. 


